A   BRASS   HAT   IN   NO   MAN'S   LAND
'His utterances carried great weight in his day,
and to him we owe much,5
'How funny it all seems that they should want to
destroy to get on!5 said the same small boy.
*Not according to their times/ said the master,
'they knew no better; only Robertson became
inspired to spread the new gospel - the other Field
Marshals died before the times and some had not his
war training and experience behind the scenes.'
'What made the people change?' asked the young
enquirer.
*I think/ replied the master, 'they woke up to the
appalling price they had to pay in blood, morality,
and treasure for their victory. The men and women
and mere boys and girls, gave of their very best
during the great war. Their chivalry, courage and
fortitude were unbounded. This was not confined
to one side only; the wasted splendour all over the
world was colossal. Then someone, H. G. Wells
I think, said: 'The war of 1914 - 18 was to be the
war to end war,5 and many men died really believing
that to be so. It is well it was so, because, after the
survivors had time to think the matter over, they
did not forget their responsibilities. They remem-
bered the million dead of the British Empire, to
say nothing of the widows and orphans, the maimed,
the gassed and the crippled. Then they began to
count the total World War loss of some ten million